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in Dallas, Texas ; and two sons, Harvey and Edward, reside 
with the mother in Collinsville. 

When the cornerstone of the Federal building at Collinsville 
is laid during the coming summer, it will contain a sealed box 
holding the history of Collinsville which was delivered to the 
Collinsville Commercial Club only a few days before the death 
of Mr. Marshall, who had given painstaking labor to the prep- 
aration of this history of Collinsville, from the first Collins to 
the present day. 

It seemed Mr. Marshall's life ambition to permanently re- 
cord the history of his well-loved home town, and to those who 
had the pleasure of his friendship and knew of his life-work, 
there is no doubt that he was ready for the final summons after 
this task was finished. 

With the death of Mr. Marshall there has passed from Col- 
linsville one of its most notable citizens, for years a leading 
merchant of the city. Mr. Marshall exerted a strong influence 
for good and had much to do with the municipal development 
of Collinsville. 



DE. WILLIAM H. STENNETT. 



Dr. William H. Stennett, auditor of expenditures of the Chi- 
cago and Northwestern, and Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis 
and Omaha railroads, died at his residence in Oak Park on 
Thursday, July 22, 1915. Dr. Stennett 's connection with the 
Northwestern dates back to 1873 and covers a period of over 
forty-two years' consecutive service as general passenger 
agent, assistant to the general manager and auditor of expen- 
diture respectively. 

Dr. Stennett was for many years a resident of Bloomington. 
His death followed a long illness and came peacefully. 

Dr. Stennett was a man of unusual mental attainments. He 
was a student, a book lover, a writer of good prose, a critic of 
bad work. He lived in Bloomington fifty years ago and his 
contemporaries were Franklin Price, David Davis, Judge 
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Lawrence Weldon and the men who lived there then. Dr. 
Stennett engaged in the practice of medicine during his resi- 
dence in Bloomington. Forty-three years ago he was given 
a position as freight agent of the Illinois Central at St. Louis 
and from there he was promoted to better positions with the 
Chicago and Northwestern in Chicago. His brother-in-law, 
Marvin Hughitt, was the president of that road. 

One of the works in connection with his railroad employment 
which will remain as a monument to him was a book which he 
published on the request of the company officials, giving the 
history of the origin of every name of a station along the lines. 
Many of these names were of Indian origin, and in the volume 
there is quite a remarkable collection of Indian lore of the 
northwest. The book could not have been written except by a 
man of industry and literary ability. 

For the intervening years until the present time Dr. Sten- 
nett remained in the executive offices of the Chicago and 
Northwestern Bailroad, but was retired from active service 
some years ago. 

During his life in Chicago he never lost interest in his old 
home at Bloomington. He visited it at intervals. He read 
the Pantagraph all these years, and was authority on points 
of local history that escape the knowledge of the younger 
generation. He was loyal always to his old friends and never 
lost his interest in them. 

Since the death of his wife Dr. Stennett has made his home 
with his only child, Mrs. George W. Davidson, at Oak Park. 



DR. WILLIAM H. STENNETT. 
By Mebton J. Clay. 

The subject of this sketch was born in the Province of On- 
tario, Canada, in the year 1832. He came to the United States 
when 17 years of age and secured employment in a large drug 
store at Eock Island, Illinois, and later became connected 
with a large chemical manufacturing house, having charge 
of certain of their products. 
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About this time he determined to become a physician and 
after a course of reading and studying with that end in view, 
attended the Medical University of St. Louis, from which he 
graduated in 1859. 

He then took up the practice of medicine at Bloomington, 
Illinois, in partnership with Dr. McCann Dunn. 

At Bloomington he met and married Miss Clara Hughitt. 
Two children were born of this union: a son, Amos H., who 
died in infancy, and a daughter, Grace H., now Mrs. G-eorge 
M. Davidson of Oak Park, Illinois. 

While residing in Bloomington during the stirring times 
preceding the Civil War, he was associated with many of the 
leading men of the State and Nation, among whom were Abra- 
ham Lincoln, Stephen A. Douglas, Hon. David Davis, Eichard 
Yates and Eichard J. Oglesby, and his reminiscences of the 
martyred president and others whom he had known were ex- 
tremely interesting. 

Dr. Stennett gave up the practice of medicine in 1867, ac- 
cepting a position as general agent with the Illinois Central 
Eailroad Company at St. Louis, continuing in the service of 
that company until 1873, when he became connected with the 
Chicago and Northwestern Eailway Company, serving in the 
capacity of general passenger agent. This position he held 
until 1884, in which year he was appointed assistant to the 
general manager, which office he held until 1887, when he was 
appointed auditor of expenditures, in which he remained until 
his death. 

In 1896 he was appointed auditor of expenditures of the 
Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Eailway Com- 
pany, which appointment he also held until his death. 

Dr. Stennett 's greatest service to the great northwest will 
be found in his historical publications, one of which under the 
title, "Yesterday and Today," is a history of the origin and 
development of the Chicago & Northwestern Eailway, of 
which there are three editions : the first, appearing March 31, 
1905, was soon exhausted and was followed on April 25, 1905, 
by the second edition. These two editions are 8vo size, con- 
taining 120 odd pages and a map of the Chicago and North- 
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western Railway. The larger and later edition of 1910 con- 
tains 200 pages, including nine pages of illustrations and four 
pages of maps, which graphically portray the growth of the 
Chicago and Northwestern Railway. 

This book contains a mass of interesting and exact infor- 
mation, and in future will be considered a source book for 
historical writers. It has always been regretted by the Doc- 
tor's friends that he did not acknowledge the authorship in- 
stead of merely signing the introduction as "The Compiler.' ' 

In 1908 he published "A History of the Origin of the Place 
Names connected with the Chicago and Northwestern Rail- 
way, and the Chicago, St. Paul, Minneapolis and Omaha Rail- 
way,' ' and in the same modest way the introduction was 
signed "The Compiler." 

The amount of labor necessary to produce this book can 
only be appreciated when the volume is examined, and its 
value as a reference book will increase as time passes. 

Dr. Stennett was a many-sided man and was unusually well 
informed on many subjects, particularly along the lines of 
horticultural, medical and historical research. He was a tire- 
less reader and his evenings were usually spent among his 
books, of which he had a large collection. His memory for 
details regarding the various subjects in which he was inter- 
ested was often remarked upon by those who had the privilege 
of a personal acquaintance with him. 

He was also a great lover of flowers and grew almost every 
variety which could be grown in the vicinity of his home, and 
during the growing season spent most of his leisure hours in 
his garden. 

Dr. Stennett was a member of the Illinois, Wisconsin and 
Mississippi Valley Historical Societies, and the National Geo- 
graphic Society. He had many close personal friends and a 
large acquaintance among men of affairs throughout the 
country. 

His strong will and determination did not allow him to re- 
main in bed during his last illness, which kept him from his 
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office only ten days. His death came suddenly at his home in 
Oak Park, Illinois, on the afternoon of July 22, 1915, while 
in his library among the books he loved. 

Interment was at Rose Hill Cemetery, Chicago, July 25, 
1915. 



